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MISSISSIPPI MAN THREATENS OBAMA,
PLAYERS VOTE TO OK DEAL
UMMC, HELD WITHOUT BAIL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY JACOB BATTE
News Editor

A federal judge ordered that
David Williams be held without bond for allegedly threatening to blow up a hospital at
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center and to kill
President Obama.
The Attala County resident
threatened the hospital and
the president after the medical
center refused to do surgery on
his wife. Williams was arrested
Wednesday after hospital officials reported the threat.
According to the United
States Attorney’s spokeswoman
Krisi Allen, U.S. Magistrate
Judge David Sanders ordered
that Williams be held during a

hearing in federal court in Aberdeen.
According to the Associated
Press, Williams did not make
a plea during Friday’s hearing.
He is currently being held on a
complaint and the case will go
to a grand jury.
Williams is charged with using a telephone to threaten to
damage a building with explosives and threatening the president. If he is convicted of both
of the charges, he could face up
to 15 years in prison.
In a sworn statement by Secret Service agent Ronald McCormick, McCormick stated
that Williams called the hospital last Tuesday to schedule
surgery for his wife. When
Williams was informed that the

hospital would not be doing
the surgery, he then threatened
to blow up the hospital and kill
the president. McCormick said
he used a racial epithet to describe Obama.
Medical center spokesman
Jack Mazurak said privacy laws
prohibit him from disclosing
details about Williams’ wife’s
ailment.
In the Associated Press article, Jeff Woodfin, acting U.S.
Marshal for north Mississippi,
said Williams was held in the
Monroe County jail over the
weekend, but that he could be
moved to another location later.
The trial date has not been set.
Williams attorney was not
immediately available for comment.

FORMER UM CHEERLEADER FOUND
NOT GUILTY IN HASHMAN CASE
BY JACOB BATTE
News Editor

Johnny Beasley, former Ole
Miss cheerleader, was found not
guilty of simple assault of former
Ole Miss baseball player Taylor

Hashman last Wednesday in Oxford Municipal Court.
Judge Larry Little presided
over the trial, which stemmed
from an altercation at an apartment complex less than a year
ago.

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

Johnny Beasley, former Ole Miss cheerleader, was found not guilty of simple assault of former Ole Miss baseball player Taylor Hashman. Hashman was found
in critical condition at The Exchange apartment complex and rushed to Regional
Medical Center in Memphis on the night of the altercation.

According to Steve Farese Sr.,
Beasley’s attorney, an argument
broke out between Hashman and
brothers Johnny and Jordan Beasley at what was then known as
The Exchange apartment complex. After the argument took
place, Jordan exited the apartment, waiting for a friend to give
them a ride home.
However, Hashman wanted
to pursue an altercation, Farese
said, and began to go after Beasley, but Hasmnan’s friends held
him back. When he couldn’t go
out the front door, Hashman
then went around back, leaping over a balcony and circling
around the building.
After confronting Beasley,
Hashman threw a punch at Beasley, who dodged a punch and
then connected with one of his
own. The punch knocked Hashman to the ground, where his
head bounced off of the pavement.
The altercation left Hashman
in critical condition at the Regional Medical Center at Memphis.
“His injury is a tragic conseSee HASHMAN, PAGE 4

TO END NFL LOCKOUT
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Now
it can be said with certainty: Get
ready for some football! NFL
players voted to OK a final deal
Monday, days after the owners approved a tentative agreement, and
the sides finally managed to put
an end to the 4 1/2-month lockout, the longest work stoppage in
league history.
“This is a long time coming,
and football’s back,” NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said,
“and that’s the great news for everybody.”
The labor dispute comes to a
close after claiming one exhibition:
the Hall of Fame game between
the Bears and Rams, scheduled
for Aug. 7 in Canton, Ohio. Otherwise, the entire preseason and
regular-season schedules remain
intact. Club facilities will open to
players Tuesday, when 2011 draft
picks and rookie free agents can be
signed.
Getting back to business could
be wild.
“Chaos,” said Jets fullback Tony
Richardson, a member of the
NFL Players Association executive
committee. “That’s the best word
for it.”
At a joint appearance outside
NFLPA headquarters, Goodell
and NFLPA head DeMaurice
Smith shook hands, surrounded
by some of the owners and players who were involved in the talks.
They spoke shortly after the NFLPA executive board and 32 team
reps voted unanimously to approve the terms of a 10-year deal.
“We didn’t get everything that
either side wanted ... but we did
arrive at a deal that we think is fair
and balanced,” Smith said.
Owners can point to victories,
such as gaining a higher percentage of the more than $9 billion
in annual league revenues, one of
the key issues throughout. Players persuaded teams to commit to
spending nearly all of their salary
cap space in cash and won changes
to offseason and in-season practice
rules that should make the game
safer.
If there was one unexpected
moment during the press conference it was certainly Indianapolis
Colts center Jeff Saturday’s elo-

quent tribute to New England Patriots owner Bob Kraft, who was
lauded as instrumental in helping
forge the deal. Kraft’s wife, Myra,
died Wednesday after a battle with
cancer.
“A special thanks to Myra Kraft,
who even in her weakest moment allowed Mr. Kraft to come
and fight this out,” Saturday said.
“Without him, this deal does
not get done. ... He’s a man who
helped us save football.”
With that, Saturday wrapped
Kraft in a hug - a gesture that symbolized how the lockout ended
more than anyone’s words.
Owners overwhelmingly approved a proposal to end the
dispute on Thursday, but some
unresolved issues needed to be reviewed to satisfy players. The sides
worked through the weekend and
wrapped up nearly every detail by
about 3 a.m. Monday on a final
pact that runs through the 2020
season and can’t be terminated before then.
That’s significant because the
old collective bargaining agreement contained an opt-out clause,
and owners exercised it in 2008.
That led to the contract expiring
when talks broke down March
11; hours later, owners locked out
the players, creating the NFL’s first
work stoppage since 1987.
“I know it has been a very long
process since the day we stood
here that night in March,” Smith
said in a brief appearance about
20 minutes before being joined by
Goodell and the owners. “But our
guys stood together when nobody
thought we would. And football is
back because of it.”
As he spoke, Smith was flanked
by NFLPA president Kevin Mawae
and other key members of the
players’ negotiating team, including Saturday, Saints quarterback
Drew Brees and Ravens defensive
back Domonique Foxworth.
Brees was one of 10 plaintiffs
in the antitrust lawsuit that players filed against the league March
11. They approved the settlement
deal Monday, after two unanimous NFLPA leadership votes: to
recommend to the plaintiffs that
See LOCKOUT, PAGE 4
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INFORMATION OVERLOAD: HIDING US FROM THE NEWS

BY LEXI
THOMAN
Columnist

T H E

For a generation that is
shaped and characterized by
the availability of technology,
we sure can miss a lot of
news.
Today, in the era of the
Internet, cable TV, smart
phones and apps, information
has never been more at our
fingertips.
We can look up virtually
anything with the cell phone
that we keep in our back
pocket, where a few decades
ago it would have required a
trek to the library to get the
same information.
In fact, information is now
so readily available that we
must turn to different search
mechanisms in order to
control what we see.
Search engines can match
key words with websites and
phone apps can specialize in
the information that we want
on a regular basis, streamlining
the entire process.
We can customize our own
“data streams” to include
exactly what we want, and

to exclude exactly what we
don’t.
And while these tools are
useful, I cannot help but
think that this information
specialization
is
causing
many 20-somethings to miss
the bigger picture and world
news.
Instead
of
modern
technology acting as an
information catalyst, we are
now free to be so selective
with what we watch, read and
listen to that too few people
take the time to brush up on
their current events.
Case and point: While
standing in line at a Starbucks
in Washington, D.C., to
get my coffee this Sunday
morning, two girls were
chatting behind me.
When one girl brought up
Friday’s terrorist attacks in
Oslo, Norway, her friend had
absolutely no idea what she
was talking about.
She could, however, talk
about Lauren Conrad’s latest
Twitter updates.

Although I can say that I
am not really surprised by this
interaction, it still bothers
me.
How could this girl have
missed it? All she would have
had to do is read one headline
in the paper, online or on
her phone to know what
happened.
Even after two days, she
was still completely unaware.
You cannot argue that the
information was unavailable
to her, only that she chose
not to educate herself.
Apparently Lauren Conrad is
more interesting.
I understand that it is
becoming easier and easier to
control what information we
want to see on the Internet,
but I am a firm believer that
checking the news should
be a part of everyone’s daily
routine.
My own morning ritual is
to listen to NPR as I get ready
to head to work, but simply
skimming the headlines of
any major online news source
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is better than nothing.
I find it ironic that for
the generation with the
reputation for being the most
“plugged in,” we can be the
least engaged with the world
around us.
Not getting the news? I
challenge you to set your
Internet homepage to a news
source or to download a news
app to your smartphone.
When browsing TV channels,
spend a few minutes on your
favorite news channel.
After all, it is our
responsibility
to
stay
informed.
When it comes down to
it, if we want to be taken
seriously, our repertoire of
current events needs to extend
beyond the daily tweets of
Lauren Conrad.
Lexi Thoman is junior
international studies and
Spanish double-major from
St. Louis, Mo. E-mail her at
amthoman@olemiss.edu.

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
or send an e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer
than 300 words. Third party letters and those bearing
pseudonyms, pen names or “name withheld” will not be
published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification
and major. All submissions must be turned in at least
three days in advance of date of desired publication.

S. GALE DENLEY
STUDENT MEDIA
CENTER:

PATRICIA
THOMPSON
director and faculty
adviser
ARVINDER SINGH
KANG
manager of media
technology
DYLAN PARKER
creative/technical
supervisor
DARREL JORDAN
chief engineer
MELANIE WADKINS
advertising manager
STEPHEN GOFORTH
broadcast manager
AMY SAXTON
administrative
assistant

OPINION
O P IN I O N |

T H E D A I LY M I S S I S S I P P I A N E D I T O R I A L B O A R D

QUESTIONS STILL LOOM OVER PLUS/MINUS SYSTEM

7 . 2 6 . 11

| T H E DA ILY M I S S I S S IP P I A N | PAG E 3

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

The Daily Mississippian Editorial Board consists of Amelia Camurati, editor-in-chief;
Jacob Batte, news editor; Jon Mosby, opinion editor; Austin Miller, sports editor; Kelsey
Dockery, design editor; Nick Toce, visuals editor; Petre Thmas, photo editor; and Lauren Smith, copy chief. The board meets weekly to discuss city and campus issues.
BY ANGELA ROGALSKI

Six years ago, the University of
Mississippi and the faculty senate
began long deliberations on whether or not to implement a new grading system.
Beginning this fall, the university
will officially begin using an optional plus/minus grading system
for all undergraduate and graduate
courses (excluding the law school,
which has its own system).
The new scale breaks down
into the following: A/4.0, A-/3.7,
B+/3.3, B/3.0, B-/2.7, C+/2.3,
C+/2.3, C/2, C-/1.7, D/1 and F/0.
As you may have noticed there is no
A+ or variation to the D.
The new grading scale does not
change how university grade point
averages are calculated. The scale
also does not change GPA requirements for academic honors, for being placed on academic probation
and various scholarship requirements.
The Office of the Registrat’s online guide to the system and university’s position on the new system
both seem pretty straight forward.
The new grading scale may seem
straight forward, but its riddled with
massive problems.
There’s no consensus
The fall semester begins in four
weeks, and no university department, school or college has announced specific plans for the new
system. The plus/minus grading
scale is only an option for grading.
Does that mean some students in
one course automatically have an
easier or harder time with grades
than other students on campus?
Consider this: Student A enrolls
in course 101, section 1 and Student
B enrolls in course 101, section 2.
The department for the course
has made no specification for grading to its faculty. Each section is
taught by a different professor and
are similar in percentage points for
various parts of the course.
Student A receives a B in the
course of a professor who chooses
to not use the system. Student B receives a B- in the course of a professor who chooses to use the system.
Now, we have a problem.
Two students enroll in very similar course, but they wind up with

very different GPAs. Student A
would receive a 3.0 and Student B
would receives a 2.7. That is in no
way, shape or form “fair grading.”
Associated Student Body president Taylor McGraw said that the
ASB “will probably encourage departments to either opt in or opt
out of it (the plus/minus grading
scale).”
McGraw makes a valid point. It’s
unfortunate that by the time the
ASB convenes in the fall, the system
will already be in effect.
What are the benefits?
The university said the plus/
minus grading system will allow
professors to “more accurately access and report a student’s performance.”
This makes no sense.
An individual professor can already choose what qualifies a grade
to be an A or B. We would expect
a professor to “accurately access” a
hard-earned A or a barely-there B.
According to several studies in
recent years, plus/minus grading
systems actually push students to
perform better in classes. We can
accept that at face value, but most
of these studies use a “motivational
consequences” method for their research.
To keep it simple, that means if
students know that working really
hard on that first exam, midterm or
final will be the difference between a
3.7 and 4.0, they’ll push themselves
really hard.
We’ll admit that is logical, but if
a student is presented at the beginning of a course with a syllabus with
a percentage breakdown, they have
all the incentive they need to make
either an A or B.
University administrators presented the argument that as more
universities across the nation move
to plus/minus grading, it was the
only reasonable thing to do to keep
Ole Miss competitive and academically adept.
Robert Albritton, last year’s faculty
senate president, said in a response
via e-mail, “I think the majority of
supporters among the faculty would
like to discriminate among students
more. There are significant differences between a student who has

an average of 89 and one with an
80. This plus/minus system allows
members of the faculty to make
such a distinction.”
Of all the Southeastern Conference schools, only Aurburn, LSU
and Mississippi State still use a
straight ABCDF system. The faculty senate of LSU is currently considering moving to a plus/minus
system.
The administration is correct that
more and more schools are moving
to some form of plus/minus grading.
Ultimately what concerns us
is that the change in the grading
system has seemed to slip pass students.
How did this get past us?
We are seriously troubled by the
six former ASB presidents and the
six past sessions of the ASB.
Based on what we’ve studied, very
little was done to make students
aware of the changes or to give them
the option to say yes or no to the
change. During this past academic
year, the academic affairs committee of the ASB did host a listening
session for students that were concerned by the potential change to
the grading scale.
Other than the small effort by
the ASB’s academic affairs committee during the 2010-11 term, there
was no campaign to gauge students’
concerns or opinions about plus/
minus grading.
What’s next?
The system officially begins Aug.
22. We hope that students are able
to adapt to the change.
We’re saddened that the administration did not create a campaign to
make students aware of the changes
before they actually happened.
McGraw said he and the ASB are
“not going to be for or against
something unless we have student
support for it.”
We hope that McGraw and the
upcoming session of the ASB will
hear the concerns of students. We
also hope that the ASB will work for
the student interest and the faculty
senate will try to be more transparent than in previous years.
We will be holding them all accountable.

Columnist

The appreciation of one’s
home
sometimes
comes
through separation anxiety.
To translate: You don’t realize what you have until you’re
removed from it or it’s taken
away. That seems to be the
case for me.
I am writing this column
while my family and I are on
vacation.
We are visiting relatives in
Milwaukee, Wis., and while
we always have the best time
in the world when we ‘head
north,’ I also find myself
missing home about the third
day in. Normal, I suppose.
But still, I decided to weigh
the factors behind my melancholy and determine just what
I was missing.
After all, home is where
your loved ones are, not a city
or state with a certain name,
right?
True, and not so true. After
experiencing Chicago traffic
once again after a few years of
not having been north, I was
extremely ready for a Mississippi back road and a prescription for Prozac.
Dear God, how do those
people handle Nascar on a
daily basis?
I mean four or five lanes of
traffic doing about 80 while
weaving in and out between
cars with a cell phone glued to
their ears, I’ll have to admit,
did make me a bit nervous.
At that moment I missed
home.
The differences between
home and other places is just
that one is home; and examining the reasons behind my
sudden desperation to see
that “Welcome to Mississippi” sign, I realized that we

are often a product of our surroundings.
The fast -aced city life that
is Milwaukee is so completely
removed from Oxford and
Abbeville in general, that
while each one has its pros, I
find myself longing for those
easy, lazy, hazy days of summer that my Southern roots
know and love.
Up here I have access to just
about any amenity that a person could want, at any hour
of the day, which is wonderful.
Malls, more Walmarts than
I can count, food outlets of
any ethnic origin you could
imagine. The list goes on and
on.
In short, Milwaukee is wonderful.
But it ain’t home.
Home is traffic that moves
like molasses instead of zipping down expressways that
seem to never end.
Home is 110 degrees in the
shade in late July (however
Milwaukee’s sudden heat wave
is reminiscent of Mississippi);
home is big, juicy mosquitoes
with teeth, not tiny little bugs
that I’ve never seen in my life
that couldn’t produce a good
whelp no matter how many
times they bite you.
Home is afternoon cookouts in our backyard with
good friends that turn into
hot, humid evenings that require a fan blowing on you
just to be able to breathe for
the rest of the night.
Home is where the heart is.
And my heart is in Mississippi. While I love visiting the
big city and our relatives who
we don’t see near enough,
there is absolutely no place
like home.
No matter where you’re
from.
Angela Rogalski is a senior
print journalism major who
lives in Abbeville, Miss. Follow
her on Twitter @abbeangel.
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LOCKOUT,

continued from page 1

they accept the settlement, then
to recommend to all 1,900 players
that they re-establish the union.
All players now will take a vote
to re-certify the union - it was
dissolved March 11, turning the
NFLPA into a trade association and then one more vote to approve
the final CBA. That all needs to be
wrapped up by Aug. 4 to make everything official, something everyone involved believes will happen
without a hitch.
Only once it is back to being a
union can the NFLPA finish the
contract, covering remaining items
such as player discipline, drug testing, disability programs and pensions.
“I believe it’s important that we
talk about the future of football as a
partnership,” Smith said.
Later, standing shoulder to shoulder with Goodell, Smith said: “If
we don’t have a good relationship,
it hurts the game and the business
of football. I’m not sure any two
people have ever come together in
a more compressed, public, interesting time than Roger and I. I’m
proud to say our relationship has
grown.”
In addition to Kraft, John Mara
of the Giants and Jerry Richardson
of the Panthers - all members of
the owners’ labor committee - were
present, too.
“I’d like, on behalf of both sides,
to apologize to the fans: For the last
five, six months we’ve been talking
about the business of football and
not what goes on on the field and
building the teams in each market,”
Kraft said. “But the end result is

HASHMAN,

continued from page 1

quence of his own actions,” Farese said.
Farese said he was not surprised by the verdict, and that it
was not a difficult case for Judge
Little to decide. He does not
anticipate anything else coming
from the altercation.
“I think any attorney would

we’ve been able to have an agreement that I think is going to allow
this sport to flourish over the next
decade.”
Then, taking a verbal jab at the
nearby White House and Congress,
Kraft added: “I hope we gave a little
lesson to the people in Washington,
because the debt crisis is a lot easier
to fix than this deal was.”
Now comes frenzied football activity, starting immediately.
On Tuesday, clubs can begin talking to veteran free agents, who can
sign as soon as Friday. On Wednesday, training camps will start to
open.
Both sides set up informational
conference calls for Monday afternoon to go over the details of the
agreement. The NFLPA told player
agents they would be coached in
particular on the guidelines and
schedule for signing free agents and
rookies; the NFL alerted general
managers and coaches they would
be briefed in separate calls.
The major economic framework
for the deal was worked out more
than a week ago.
That included dividing revenue
(about 53 percent to owners and 47
percent to players over the next decade; the old CBA resulted in nearly a 50-50 split); a per-club cap of
about $120 million for salary and
bonuses in 2011 - and at least that
in 2012 and 2013 - plus about $22
million for benefits; a salary system
to rein in spending on first-round
draft picks; and unrestricted free
agency for most players after four
seasons.
“We know what we did to frustrate our fans over the last several
months,” Goodell said. “They want
football, and our job is to give them
football.”

see it as a waste of time,” Farese
said.
Farese is hoping that Beasley’s
life goes back to normal after
having to deal with what Farese
called “misinformation and rumors about what had happened
that awful night.”
“Beasley has had a rough year
at school,” Farese said. “The media demonized him after the incident.”
According to Farese, Beasley is
currently enrolled at Ole Miss.

OXFORD BLUES FESTIVAL

PHOTO BY JEREMEY SCRUGGS | The Daily Mississippian

PHOTO BY JEREMEY SCRUGGS | The Daily Mississippian

Big Hen and the Hound Dogs, left, play at Parrish’s on Saturday night. Cadillac Funk” right, play at Ajax Diner during the
Oxford Blues Festival on Saturday. Cadillac Funk is from Cleveland, Miss.

PHOTO BY PETRE THOMAS | The Daily Mississippian

The AM Band’s Matt Gaylord plays guitar at The Lyric Theater stage on Friday night. The AM Band is based out of north
Mississippi.

vote august 2nd for mike roberts
• Lifelong resident of Lafayette County
• Member First Baptist Church
• Owner Robert Insurance Company
• Son of Honorable Ed Roberts and Celia Roberts
• Lafayette HS Honor Graduate & Hall of Fame
• University of MS, Business Admin/Accounting
• Mississippi College, Criminal Justice/Business

“On August 2, I ask for your vote in the Democratic Primary to be for me, Mike
Roberts. I promise to be accessible, open minded, and fair. I pledge to be a steward
of the taxpayers’ money and try to keep them involved in all expenditures for the
county.”
Mike Roberts knows people want to be heard.
E-mail or call Mike at mike@robertsbenefits.com or 662-801-1669
Paid for by the Committee to Elect mike Roberts. Josh Turner, President.
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OXFORD SKATE PARK HOME TO SERIOUS TRICKSTERS

PHOTOS BY NICK TOCE | The Daily Mississippian

Austin Beard, 20, performs a 50-50 grind at Oxford Skate Park Wednesday. Beard and other local skaters spend hours at the park each day developing their skating skills. The Oxford Skate Park is one of
about a dozen skate parks in Mississippi.

BY ROSS CABELL
Special to The DM

Oxford’s skate crowd gathers
in the evenings when the heat
subsides and the sun casts their
shadows gliding on the concrete.
They hang out at Oxford
Skate Park, a hub for alternative
youth. Many are Ole Miss students, some of which have even
come to school here because of
the park.
“Everything that has happened to me in my life has come
through skateboarding,” said
Austin Beard, 20, an Ole Miss junior who met most of his friends
growing up in Horn Lake.
Like many skaters in their late
teens or early twenties, Beard began young, getting hooked on
skating after watching X Games,
which brought skating and its
culture into mainstream American homes.
Now, Beard skates around
three hours each day, up and
down ramps, sliding across concrete like a darting fish, lifting
himself into mid-air, levitating
off ledges, and hypnotizing onlookers.
“I didn’t take skating too seriously when I was young,” he
said on a hot July afternoon, as
another skater passes him wearing headphones and drenched in
sweat.
“I didn’t think there were any
skate parks in Mississippi,” Beard
said. “We would just skate out in
our streets. Now when kids come
to the skate park, they take skating seriously — from day one.”
For students like Beard, having
their own sense of place is vital
in a town that doesn’t exactly
shout skateboarding. Yet the
skating community in Oxford
is growing, with annual skating
events, such as the International
Skateboarding Day held June 25,
which draws larger participants
each year.
In summer, Oxford dozes like
any other sleepy Southern town,
but at night, the park swarms
with kids, the low rumble of
wheels on concrete – an urban

looking scene that could be Portland or Seattle, cities with large
skating communities.
Some skaters say there are
two Oxfords — one that values
Southern tradition, the Grove
and football games, and another
Oxford, one for misfits, kids who
don’t fit in anywhere else and
maybe walk to a different beat.
Semmes Weston, 19, counts
himself among the misfits. Shirtless and tattooed with a cigarette
in his teeth under the sweltering late afternoon sun, he skims
down the concrete pit at Oxford
Skate Park.
“Skating is more of a way to
keep out of trouble, it keeps me
busy and motivated” said Weston
who, like Beard, has been skating
since childhood, turning a hobby
into a lifestyle.
Weston has spent most of the
last nine years skating in Jackson.
He just finished his freshman
year at Ole Miss, and he’d rather
skate than watch football.
The skate park covers about
two acres off University Avenue.
It features a bowl, ledges, grinding rails and slopes. At the center
of the skating area is the “volcano,” a skate ramp shaped like a
volcano with a flat surface and a
metal edge for grinding.
Around the big concrete bowl
are three younger skaters about
Weston’s age and one who is older, in his late twenties.
The skaters drop in and out of
the bowl, one by one, like divers into a pool, doing tricks, not
talking to each other until they
reemerge. Some are good enough
to compete professionally.
Most of the skaters come here
every day to escape from outside
pressures and simply to have fun.
They take care of the park as
though it was their own home.
“When I was growing up, I
was really poor,” recalled Beard.
“Two years while I was in high
school I was homeless. Skateboarding was the only thing I
had — it was what I held onto.”
Beard and his friends come out
here almost every day to patch
holes in the concrete and pick up

trash. “That for me is therapeutic, actually taking care of something,” he said.
For Beard, the park is also a
reminder of those times when
he didn’t care. Southaven’s skate
park, he said, wasn’t built for serious skaters and Beard took out
his frustrations on its shoddy
workmanship.
“When I lived in Southaven,
people would spray paint the
park and I would do the same,”
he said. “I used to throw my
trash on the ground.”
That all changed when he met
35-year-old Mike Rains who
has been living in Oxford for six
years.
“The first time I met Mike, he
was sweeping the bottom of the
bowl at the park,” Beard said.
“He taught me to take care of the
park and give it a better name.”
“I met Austin three or four
years ago,” Rains said. “He used
to come out and skate in Oxford
while he lived near Southaven.”
The park keeps alive Oxford’s
skating community and not every city has one, though many
cities have skate shops, including
Tupelo. “If you go to places like
California or Portland, there are
skate parks everywhere, shops
too,” Beard said. Mississippi has
about a dozen designated skate
parks. Portland alone has 14.
“We can’t have a skate shop
here because it won’t stay in business,” Beard said. “Here it is like
a third-world country for skateboarding.”
The Square in Oxford looks
like a playground for skateboarders. There are multiple stairs and
rails to grind on. Ledges and
ramps can also be found there,
making it a tempting spot to go
skate.
Yet this part of Oxford is offlimits to skaters.
Shops like Neilson’s or Cicada
cater toward a more traditional
clientele, so to have skaters rolling by could present the wrong
image that Oxford wants to present — making Beard’s last words
seem all too true.
Skating on the Square when it

is illegal could further the stereotype that all skaters are troublemakers looking to disturb the
peace.
Being a skater in a small town
can be difficult, especially when
there isn’t a skate park for miles
around.
Some of the more ambitious
skaters leave the South altogether.
“I have a friend from Memphis
who used to come down here to
skate all of the time,” Beard said.
“He just moved to Portland and
has a bunch of sponsors now.”
Beard and Rains are optimistic. They give free skate lessons
to kids every Saturday morning
beginning at 9 a.m. at the skate
park.
“We have about 30 kids right
now, and there are one or two
new kids with each lesson,”
Beard said. “It won’t be too long
before everyone in Oxford skateboards.”
Rains shares Beard’s sentiment.
“When I lived in Denver in 1999
there were no skate parks, there
were actually only two in the
state,” he said.
“In 2000, they built their first
concrete park — three years later
there were over 200 in the state. I
think the same will happen here
— skate parks will be as common as basketball courts.”
The park is important because
it is illegal to skate on the Square
and other location within the
city, Beard and Rains said.
In June, Beard and Rains,
along with the Oxford Park
Commission, sponsored a local
event to celebrate with International Skate Day, a day set up by

the International Association of
Skateboard companies to promote skateboarding. Nearly 200
people attended.
“Skating is not taken seriously
in the city,” Beard said. “The Oxford Park Commission has been
working with us on events in the
Skate Park, getting stuff cleaned,
but the actual city, county and
state — they could care less. It’s
not on their agenda.”
Through events like these,
Beard hopes to fight skating’s
bad reputation, replacing old
stereotypes with a more updated,
positive image.
Last month’s skate jam helped.
On a day with temperatures near
100 degrees, the parking lot was
full and many cars had to park
across the street at a strip mall.
Skaters were everywhere.
On the outside of the skating
area, families picnicked in the
grass, watching their kids skate.
Ages ranged from 4 to about 18,
with the older skaters waiting patiently for younger ones to finish
before making their runs.
An event is now being planned
for October called the Rebate
Jam and will feature a more serious competition and the area’s
top skaters.
The skaters move fluidly in
the setting sun, anticipating each
other’s moves like a dance. Rather than outsiders in Oxford, here
they are family, at home at the
end of the day.
For Beard, this means coming out to the park — no matter
what.
“Even when it rains, I will go
out there and wait in my car until
it stops. I get desperate, man.”
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Homes for Sale

Apartment for Rent

Aspen Ridge- 3BD/2.5BA. Extras
galore! $165,000. Lafayette Land Company. (662)513-0011.

1 and 2 bedroom apts. available.
Less than 1 mile from campus. On bus
route. Pets welcome and all appliances
included. Check us out www.liveatlexingtonpointeapts.com or call 662-2810402.
2 BED/ 2 BA townhouse Available
at the middle of August, front door parking, fenced backyard. Less than 1 mile
from campus. PETS OK all appliances
800 monthly + 500 deposit w/ 1 year
lease required. (901) 647-5850 or (601)
942-5373
Great 3BD/3BA home Walking distance to the square. Rent $400 per
bedroom. 1302A S16th Street. (662)
832-4700
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT Connection at Oxford, fully furnished, high
speed internet, cable/HBO, utilities, full
size W/D, clubhouse, fitness center,
swimming pool, free tanning, shuttle to
campus, 1.1 miles to campus. Call Lisa
Carpenter 601-762-5234
Roommate Needed ASAP 2 Bed/ 2
Bath Apt. for rent @ The Mark. $400/
mo. (601)927-9971

Condo for Sale
Soleil Condo 221 3 bedroom, 2 and
1/2 bath. Excellent condition! 662-5384840 or 662-316-0861.

theDMonline.com

DM

non-condensed

0 grams
Trans Fat!

House for Rent
TAYLOR MEADOWS 2 Bed/2 Bath
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor
Road. Starting June, July or August.
(662)801-8255 or (662)801-3736
2BR/2B Adjacent Units - 6 Minutes
from Campus. Nice & Quiet - Mature
Students - $625 (662)234-9289
3 BDR/3 BA. Large Townhouse.
Hardwood floors, fireplace, $1150/mo.
South Pointe Townhomes. Contact Stan
Hill: (662)202-6117

3BR/ 3BATH NEW
HOUSE FOR RENT

($570 per person) Brick House for rent,
only 1.5 miles from campus and just
a half-mile from the square. Granite
countertops, stainless steel appliances,
hardwood floors, fenced-in back yard,
large closets. Available August 1st.
(615) 497-6892
HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished, 1Bedroom, 1Bath
house. 8 miles from Oxford City Limits.
Borders U. S. Government Sardis Lake
property at Coontown landing. $450 per
month. Call (662)234-7070
Stone Cove 3 bedroom home
ONLY $725- 2 baths, large bedrooms,
vaulted ceilings, huge grilling wooden
deck in trees. NO PETS. Avail. Aug 1.
Only 2 miles from campus. (662)2346481

Condo for Rent
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condo Avail Aug 1st 3 BED/2.5BA
GATED, INCLUDES FRIDGE, W/D,
$1290/ mo. Call (901)833-2459 or 662895-4263
2bd/1ba jackson square Fully
furnished. FB weekend shuttle. Walking
distance to the square. (601)938-3294

Weekend Rental
MOVE IN DAY/Gameday Large 3 BR
+ bunkroom /2.5 bath house just 2.5
miles to campus. Room for entire familysleeps 14. Also accepting reservations
for 2011 football weekends. Facebooksearch Hartsfield House for pics email
valhartrph@aol.com (662)671-0532
ANY TIME Football, baseball, weddings, getaways. Your source for shortterm rentals in Oxford! www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692
not just football rentals
Weekends and more! Event weekend
availability/ pricing online. Check with
Kay for other dates. www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

Miscellaneous

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday year round,
when school is in session.

Classified ads must be
prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum

PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Pregnancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Information on Abortion Effects, Parenting,
and Adoption. All services are free and
confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.
com. www.facebook.com/ pregnancytestcenter (662)234-4414

- No minimum run

Full-time

Big Headline - $2

BECOME A BARTENDER $300/ DAY
POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Training
Courses Available. Call 1-800-9656520 EXT155

Part-time
IT Support Assistant (student
worker) in the School of Business Administration: Great job for a hard-working technology-oriented student who
wants good pay ($7.75/ hr to start), flexible hours, training, and valuable work
experience for your resume. 20 hours/
week. Prefer someone who can work
for two or more years including summers. Strong knowledge of computers
is required, and experience in troubleshooting and repairing computer problems is preferred. Email shammoud@
bus.olemiss.edu or call 662-915-5544
to arrange an interview.

Additional Features
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per
word

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to
refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503

Miscellaneous for Sale
Popular
bar
on
Oxford
Square. 10-year history. Turnkey.
Great location and Lease. Excellent
price. Qualified inquiries only, please.
662-801-9541.

Be sure to check
theDMonline.com every
day, throughout the day,
for videos and updates on
campus and Oxford news.
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HIPP’S TIPS: FALL PRACTICE EDITION
BY BENNETT HIPP
The Daily Mississippian

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

Junior cornerback Wesley Pendleton, a junior college transfer, breaks up a pass in the Grove
Bowl. Pendleton, listed as a co-starter with senior Marcus Temple coming out of the spring,
and other newcomers look to bolster a pass defense that ranked 103rd nationally last season.

1. Who wins the quarterback job?
This will be the main focus for Ole Miss as the season
nears. Sophomore Barry Brunetti is thought to have the lead
heading into fall practice, but
junior Randall Mackey isn’t far
behind after showing flashes of
his talent in the spring. Junior
college transfer Zack Stoudt is
in the mix as well.
2. Is Matt Hall ready to
contribute at right guard?
Hall, a junior, transferred
from Arkansas and had to sit
out the 2010 season as Ole
Miss struggled to a 4-8 record.
Now eligible to play, the 6’10,”
350-pound Hall impressed
during spring practice and appears to have the inside track
to start at the right guard position.
With the tackle positions
squared away with senior Bradley Sowell and junior Bobby
Massie, Ole Miss has the makings of a very good offensive
line. Hall could be a key piece
of that.
3. Which freshman will

emerge?
The Rebels had a very highly-touted 2011 recruiting class,
the fruits of which will have to
be seen on the field early and
often.
Linebackers C.J. Johnson and
Keith Lewis will be given every
opportunity to step into the rotation after the injury to D.T.
Shackelford in the spring.
A trio of in-state receivers
in Nickalos Brassell, Tobias
Singleton and Donte Moncrief
will also be counted on to add
playmaking ability to an offense that lacked it in 2010.
Defensive back Senquez Golson and offensive lineman Aaron Morris could contribute as
well this season.
4. Who will step up in the
defensive secondary?
Ole Miss struggled defending
the pass last season and ranked
103rd in the country, allowing
246.3 yards per game through
the air.
As the Rebels hope to get
back to bowl eligibility after
falling short in 2010, the pass
defense must improve.
Redshirt sophomore Charles
Sawyer is extremely talented,
but battled inconsistency last

season.
Senior Marcus Temple will
be counted on for veteran leadership at the defensive back
position after missing spring
practice due to a sports hernia
surgery.
5. How big of an impact
will the junior college transfers have?
Houston Nutt went out and
signed multiple junior college
players in his 2011 recruiting
class to add depth and a veteran presence to what will be a
young Ole Miss team. Defensive back Wesley Pendelton impressed during the spring and
has great speed.
A pair of defensive tackles
in Uriah Grant and Gilbert
Pena will be counted on to step
into the rotation with redshirt
freshmen Carlton Martin and
Byron Bennett.
Tight end Jamal Mosley has
NFL potential at the position
and will push junior Ferbia Allen during fall practice.
Aaron Garbutt and Ivan
Nicholas will also help in the
secondary, while the electric
Philander Moore will get plenty of chances to make an impact in the return game.

OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION

WOMEN’S HOOPS TO EMBARK ON CANADIAN PLAYING TOUR

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

The Ole Miss women’s basketball
team will get an early start to the
2011-12 season, playing games
the first week of August as part
of a seven-day, four-game trip to
Vancouver, Canada.
Under NCAA rules, teams are
allowed a foreign trip once every
four years.
This will be the first foreign tour
for the Rebels since the 2006-07
team went to the Bahamas. The
Rebels will be in Canada from
Aug. 2-8.
“We are very excited and so
appreciative to our administration
for giving us this opportunity,”
head coach Renee Ladner said.
“With 10 practices, we get
a head start for the upcoming
season. Having such a young
team comprised of mostly
underclassmen, it gives us a
chance to practice, play and travel
together. We have already seen
so many great things in a short
period of time.”
The Rebels will fly to Vancouver
on Tuesday, Aug. 2 and will play
their first game on Aug. 3 against
the University of Fraser Valley.
Ole Miss will also face Canadian
World University Games on Aug.
4, the University of Fraser Valley
again on Aug. 5 and Thompson

Rivers University on Aug. 6.
All games will be played in
accordance with FIBA rules.
Some FIBA rules vary from those
in the NCAA including: playing
four, 10 minutes periods instead
of two 20-minutes halves; 24
seconds on the shot clock instead
of a 30-second shot clock and an
eight second back court violation
compared to no back court
violation for women.
In addition to the games, the
Rebels will have the opportunity
to experience Canada and the city
of Vancouver.
Ole Miss will have the
opportunity to participate in a
variety of activities including
visiting Stanley Park, the
Vancouver aquarium, the Gas
Lamp District, the Capilano
Suspension Bridge, Granville
Island and Grouse Mountain.
The team will take 15 players,
including 10 returners and five
newcomers.
Per NCAA rules, incoming
players who take and pass at least
three credits during summer
school are eligible to travel on the
trip.
Valencia McFarland, who was
named to the SEC All-Freshman
team last year, is looking forward

to the trip for the games and being
able to bond with her teammates.
“I’m very excited about the trip
to Canada, not just for the trip
itself but because I feel there are
great things in store for the team
this upcoming season. The trip
will allow us to bond and get our
team chemistry together early,”
McFarland said.
“I’m most anxious to see how
the competition will be because
we have had some great, intense
practices and I think we’ll do
well against the competition if
we stay focused and play together
as a team. We’ve been putting in
hard work all summer and I think
it’ll most definitely show off in
Canada.”
Teammate Courtney Marbra,
who will be a junior in the fall,
is looking forward to putting
last season behind the team and
getting ready for a new season this
year.
“The past can’t be replaced and
the present is where it starts,”
she said. “The future is what lies
ahead and the future is Canada.”
Fans can follow the Rebels’ trip
through daily player blogs, photo
galleries and game recaps that
will be posted on OleMissSports.
com.
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